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Director of the Ulu Lehua Scholars Program
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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa | William S. Richardson School of Law

Associate Professor of Law (with tenure) Fall 2021 — Present
Assistant Professor of Law Spring 2018 — Fall 2021
Visiting Assistant Professor of Law Fall 2016 — Fall 2017

Courses Taught: Torts; Legal History of Hawai‘i; American Legal Systems [; American
Legal Systems II; Lawyering Fundamentals I; Second Year Seminar

Director of the Ulu Lehua Scholars Program Spring 2018 — Present
Interim Director of the Ulu Lehua Scholars Program Fall 2016 — Fall 2017

Direct innovative program that provides students who have demonstrated their academic
potential, leadership ability, and commitment to social justice with an opportunity to obtain a
legal education. Provide structured, individualized instruction in legal reasoning, legal
writing, law school study techniques, foundational legal skills, critical legal theory, and other
interdisciplinary perspectives on the relationship between law and social change. Other
responsibilities include: advising students; supplementing bar preparation; organizing
community service; conducting student outreach throughout Hawai‘i and the Pacific; and
coordinating development work, including grant writing and major donor cultivation.

EDUCATION

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Ph.D., American Studies, 2016

Exam Fields: American Law and the Civil Rights Movement
Native Hawaiian History

Honors: American Studies Graduate Merit Scholarship
James E. McCutcheon Memorial Scholarship

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa | William S. Richardson School of Law, J.D., 2011

Honors: Ulu Lehua Scholar
Brigadier General Coral W. and James H. Pietsch Award for Public Service
Hawai‘i State Bar Association Award for Best Second Year Seminar Paper
CALI Excellence for the Future Award in Legal Practice I, Legal Practice II,
Second Year Seminar, and Administrative Law
Legal Practice Award for Best Appellate Brief
Activities: Research Assistant to Professor Eric K. Yamamoto
Teaching Assistant in Civil Procedure and Constitutional Law
University of Hawai i Law Review, Managing Editor
Phi Delta Phi International Legal Fraternity

Pacific Lutheran University, B.A., magna cum laude, Economics and Political Science, 2007

Honors: Pinnacle Society; Rieke Leadership Award; Spirit of Diversity Award
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PUBLICATIONS

Hawai‘i ‘78: Collective Memory and the Untold Legal History of Reparative Action for Kanaka
Maoli, 24 U. PENN. J. L. & SOCIAL CHANGE 85 (2021).

E Ola Ka ‘Olelo Hawai ‘i: Protecting the Hawaiian Language and Providing Equality for Kanaka
Maoli, 6 UCLA INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ J. L., CULTURE & RESISTANCE 3 (2020).

American Internment, HAWAI‘'1 BAR J. 4 (March 2019) (with Hamaguchi).
American Overthrow, HAWAI‘'TBAR J. 4 (April 2018).

Legacy in Paradise: Analyzing the Obama Administration’s Efforts of Reconciliation with Native
Hawaiians, 22 MICH. J. RACE & L. 273 (2017).

(Re)Righting History: Deconstructing the Court’s Narrative of Hawai ‘i’s Past, 39 U. HAW. L. REV.
631 (2017).

CHANGING TIDES: A POLITICAL AND LEGAL HISTORY OF THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS (2016)
(Ph.D. dissertation, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa).

Contributing Editor, Hawai ‘i, in TORT LAW DESK REFERENCE: A FIFTY-STATE COMPENDIUM 313
(Wolters Kluwer Law & Business 2016).

Contributor, Native Hawaiian Reconciliation, in RACE, RIGHTS, AND REPARATION: LAW AND THE
JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT 363 (Wolters Kluwer Law & Business, 2d ed., 2013) (with

Yamamoto).

Ke Kanawai Mamalahoe: Equality in Our Splintered Profession, 33 U. HAW. L. REV. 249 (2010).

WORKS IN PROGRESS

THE SWORD OF HISTORY: THE STRUGGLE OVER COLLECTIVE MEMORY OF NATIVE HAWAIIAN
INJUSTICE AS THE PREDICATE TO REPARATIVE ACTION.

Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, in NATIVE HAWAIIAN LAW: A TREATISE (2d ed., MacKenzie,
Serrano, Sproat & Tuteur eds., forthcoming 2021).

JUDICIAL CLERKSHIP

Honorable Mark E. Recktenwald, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Hawai‘i
Honolulu, Hawai‘i (September 2011 — August 2013)

Law Clerk. Researched, drafted, and edited certiorari memoranda and court opinions in various
areas of law, including criminal law, family law, administrative law, employment discrimination
law, civil procedure, and Native Hawaiian rights. Performed administrative duties including
legislative bill tracking, drafting and editing testimony, and speech writing. Worked closely with
Chief Justice and relevant stakeholders on issues of access to justice and criminal justice reform.
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OTHER LEGAL EXPERIENCE

McCorriston Miller Mukai MacKinnon LLP
Honolulu, Hawai‘i (September 2013 — Present)

Of Counsel. Practice area focuses primarily on complex commercial litigation, appellate
litigation, and administrative law. Research, draft, and edit pleadings, motions, orders, appellate
briefs, and mediation and arbitration submissions. Represent clients in matters relating to the
most contentious issues in Hawai‘i, including the regulation of genetically modified organisms
and pesticides, homelessness, and Native Hawaiian self-determination.

Executive Chambers of Governor Neil Abercrombie
Honolulu, Hawai‘i (January 2011 — May 2011)

Policy Intern. Drafted policy statements, replied to constituents’ concerns regarding policy
issues, and met with the Governor, policy staff, and interested parties to determine strategy for
proposed legislative and administrative initiatives relating to taxation, budget, transportation,
homelessness, and education.

Honorable Mark E. Recktenwald, Associate Justice, Supreme Court of Hawai‘i
Honolulu, Hawai‘i (Summer 2010)

Judicial Extern. Researched and wrote certiorari memoranda and court opinions in various areas
of law, including criminal procedure, civil procedure, and constitutional law, particularly as it
related to challenges to Native Hawaiian programs.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

e American Bar Association e Hawai‘i State Bar Association
e American Society for Legal History e Native Hawaiian Bar Association
e Federal Bar Association e Society of American Law Teachers

PROFESSIONAL AWARDS & RECOGNITION

Obama Foundation Asia Pacific Program, Leader, 2019 — Present

Society of American Law Teachers Junior Faculty Award, 2018

American Bar Association On the Rise — Top Forty Young Lawyers Award, 2017
Super Lawyers Rising Star in Business Litigation, 2015 — 2020

Pacific Lutheran University Outstanding Recent Alumnus, 2015

Pacific Business News Forty Under 40, 2015

BAR ADMISSIONS

Supreme Court of the United States, 2015

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 2014
United States Tax Court, 2016

United States District Court for the District of Hawai‘i, 2011
State of Hawai‘i, 2011
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

Commission to Promote and Advance Civic Education, Commissioner, 2021 — Present
Selected as a commissioner to a statewide commission tasked with furthering the cause of civic
education in Hawai‘i.

The Hawaiian Journal of History, Peer Reviewer, 2021 — Present
Selected as an expert outside referee to peer review submissions to the preeminent journal of
Hawaiian history.

Pacific Lutheran University, Regent, 2019 — Present

Appointed to serve on the governing board of Pacific Lutheran University with general oversight
over, inter alia, the academic program and the management of the financial affairs of the University.
Currently assigned to the Budget, Finance, Audit & Compliance Committee, which oversees the
borrowing of funds, assumption of liabilities, fixing of salaries, guaranteeing of student loans, the
management of all funds, and the acquisition and disposition of property.

American Judicature Society Judicial Administration Committee, Member, 2019 — Present
Appointed to serve on a committee that reviews and monitors matters affecting the administration of
the justice system. Instrumental in helping to draft a proposed court rule to create a statewide
commission to ensure the promotion of access and civic education.

American Judicature Society Judicial Education Committee, Member, 2017 — Present

Appointed to serve on a committee that focuses on educating the public about the judiciary,
specifically the judicial selection system, judicial careers, and judicial education programs for the
planned national convention in 2020.

Kamehameha V Judiciary History Center, Executive Board Member, 2014 — 2021
Appointed to five-member executive board with general administrative responsibilities, including
oversight of the $1.2 million renovation of the Center.

Hawai ‘i State Bar Association Civic Education Committee, Co-Chair, 2013 — Present

Organize programs and initiatives that promote the rule of law and civic engagement in schools and
in the community. Highlights include: spearheading the successful national campaign to award Patsy
Mink the Presidential Medal of Freedom, coordinating evening programs on civil liberties and the
constitution, working with teachers to create national civic education curriculum, and organizing a
first amendment program for students.

Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii, Pro-Bono Attorney, 2015 — 2016
Provided legal advice to low-income communities on issues relating to family and elder law.

INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
Law School Dean’s Search Advisory Committee, Member, 2019 — 2020

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa | William S. Richardson School of Law

Faculty Committee Assignments:
Dean’s Advisory Committee, Member, 2021 — Present
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Library Committee, Member, 2021 — Present
Curriculum Committee
Chair, 2021 — Present; Member, 2020 — 2021
Clerkship Committee, Member, 2020 — 2021
Covid-19 Planning Task Force, Member, 2020
Instructional Delivery Strategies Subcommittee, Member, 2020
Teaching / Student Study Infrastructure Subcommittee, Member, 2020
Orientation Committee, Member, 2020
Conflict Management Institute, Member, 2020 — Present
Academic Grievance Committee, Member, 2019
Admissions Committee
Chair, 2019 —2020; Member, 2010 — 2011, 2018 — 2019
Bar Success Committee, Member, 2017 — 2020
Innovative Programs Committee, Member, 2017 — 2019
Ulu Lehua Task Force, Member, 2015

Student Activities:

Robert F. Wagner Labor and Employment Law Moot Court Team, Faculty Advisor, 2020
Pacific Islander Legal Association, Faculty Advisor, 2018 — Present

Phi Delta Phi International Legal Fraternity, Faculty Advisor, 2016 — Present

SELECT PRESENTATIONS

“Creating an Agenda with a Heterogenous Group,” Co-Facilitator, State of Hawai‘i Department of
Health Clean Air Branch, May 25, 2021 (via video conference).

“Racial Equity Roundtable,” Moderator, Hawai‘i State Judiciary Committee on Equality and Access
to the Courts, May 21, 2021 (via video conference).

“Identifying Conflict Resolution Styles: Disruption Preventions and Interventions,” Co-Facilitator,
State of Hawai‘i Department of Health Clean Air Branch, May 18, 2021 (via video conference).

“Beyond the Mute Button: Rethinking the Need for Physical Presence in Dispute Resolution,”
Moderator, Conflict Management Institute, March 16, 2021 (via video conference).

“Land, Race, and Restorative Justice: 100 Years of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act,” Speaker
and Moderator, Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law Maoli Thursday,
William S. Richardson School of Law, February 4, 2021 (via video conference).

“Thomas Killman Mode for Identifying Conflict Resolution Styles,” Co-Facilitator, State of Hawai‘i
Department of Health Clean Air Branch, January 20, 2021 (via video conference).

“What’s Next? The Legal Impacts of Election 2020,” Moderator, William S. Richardson School of
Law, November 18, 2020 (via video conference).

“Justice and Kuleana: Reading Just Mercy in a Hawai‘i Context,” Speaker and Panelist, Punahou
School, November 18, 2020 (via video conference).

“What’s at Stake: The Legal Impacts of Election 2020,” Moderator, William S. Richardson School of
Law, October 29, 2020 (via video conference).
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“Law School: Law Professors and their Classes,” Panelist, Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in
Native Hawaiian Law LSAT Preparation Program, October 14, 2020 (via video conference).

“Expressions of Oceania: A Selection of Art from Hawai‘i, Samoa, and Aotearoa,” Speaker, Obama
Foundation, October 14, 2020 (via video conference).

“The Collective Memory of Injustice: History, Law, and Native Hawaiian Rights’ Claims,” Speaker,
Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law Maoli Wednesday, William S.
Richardson School of Law, October 14, 2020 (via video conference).

“His Place in History: The Life of Chief Justice William S. Richardson,” Speaker, William S.
Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, August 15 and 17, 2020 (via video conference).

“Faculty Focus: What Every Faculty Member Should be Doing this Summer,” Panelist, Association
of American Law Schools, July 21, 2020 (via video conference).

“Take Your Zoom Game Up a Notch,” Panelist, Faculty Readiness Online Instruction Subcommittee,
William S. Richardson School of Law, July 3, 2020 (via video conference).

“Indigenous Leadership,” Speaker, Native American and Indigenous Studies Program, Pacific
Lutheran University, April 30, 2020 (via video conference).

“Hawai‘i: A Land of Contradictions,” Speaker, National Judicial College, When Justice Fails:
Threats to the Independence of the Judiciary, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, March 10, 2020.

16109

“Honor Killing: Race and Law in Twentieth Century Hawai‘i,” Panelist, Conference of Chief Justices
Annual Meeting, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, February 1, 2020.

1639

“Teaching ‘Paradise’: Legal History of Hawai‘i,” Panelist, Panel: Teaching Legal History in the 21st
Century: New Approaches, Transnational Perspectives, American Society for Legal History
Annual Meeting, Boston, Massachusetts, November 23, 2019.

“Resumes,” Speaker, William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, October 29, 2019
(Professional Development Event).

“Ua Mau ke ‘Ea o ka ‘Aina i ka Pono,” Speaker, ThinkTech Hawaii: Law Across the Sea, June 24,
2019 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdV6Da3D20E&t=93s).

“Hawai‘i’s Constitution,” Speaker, Connecting Educators Through Native Hawaiian Resources Part
2: A Focus on Civic Engagement, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, June 4, 2019.

“And Then They Came For Us,” Moderator, MoveMeHawaii, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, April 28, 2019.

“Hawaiian History and Leadership,” Speaker, Native American and Indigenous Studies Program,
Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma, Washington, April 4, 2019.

“Community Testimonies of Guest Judges,” Moderator, 2019 Pacific Islands Legal Institute, William
S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, January 7, 2019.

“Evidence of the Overthrow of the Kingdom of Hawai‘i,” Speaker, ThinkTech Hawaii: Law Across
the Sea, January 7, 2019 (https://youtu.be/oEJK1X4gFic).
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“Without Mrs. Mink,” Invited Speaker, Dedication of the Patsy Takemoto Mink Monument, Hawai ‘i
State Foundation on Culture and the Arts, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, December 6, 2018.

“E Ola Ka ‘Olelo Hawai‘i: Protecting the Hawaiian Language and Providing Equality for Kanaka
Maoli,” Panelist, Panel: Social Change in Transnational Perspective: Uses and Limits of Law,
American Society for Legal History Annual Meeting, Houston, Texas, November 10, 2018.

“Reparative Justice for the Peoples of Micronesia: Melding Law, Politics, and Community
Organizing for Social Change,” Moderator, Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native
Hawaiian Law, William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, November 1, 2018.

“Appellate Practice and Brief Writing,” Guest Speaker, LAW 590E: Environmental Law Clinic,
William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, October 11, 2018.

“Importance of Place,” Speaker, Pre-Law Symposium for Pacific Islanders, William S. Richardson
School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, October 11, 2018.

“Diversity of Citizenship,” Guest Lecturer, LAW 516: Civil Procedure, William S. Richardson
School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, October 9, 2018.

“Resumes and Cover Letters,” Speaker, William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i,
October 8, 2018 (Professional Development Event).

“(Re)Righting History: Deconstructing the Court’s Narrative of Hawai‘i’s Past,” Invited Speaker,
Penn State Law Asian Pacific American Law Students Association, University Park,
Pennsylvania, October 4, 2018.

“Native Hawaiian Issues at the 1978 Con-Con,” Invited Panelist, Hawaii Citizens Review Panel,
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, September 24, 2018.

“Civil Liberties and the American Constitution,” Invited Speaker, Remington College — Honolulu
Campus, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, September 17, 2018.

“Redeploying Injustice: The Significance of Korematsu v. United States Today,” Invited Speaker,
Workshop for K-12 Social Studies Teachers, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, August 27, 2018.

“His Place in History: The Life of Chief Justice William S. Richardson,” Speaker, William S.
Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, August 15, 2018.

“Richardson Lawyering 3.0: Reading a Statute,” Speaker, William S. Richardson School of Law,
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, August 13, 2018.

“Changing Tides: Reconciling American Injustices Against Native Hawaiians,” Presenter, Faculty
Outreach Committee, William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, March 20,
2018.

“Sovereignty and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs,” Guest Lecturer, SW 725: Social Work Practice in
Behavioral Mental Health, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, March 7, 2018.

“Overthrow,” Speaker, E Ola Na Mele Lahui: 125th Observance of the Overthrow of the Hawaiian
Kingdom, Ali‘iolani Hale, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, January 17, 2018.
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“Social Justice at Richardson,” Speaker, University of Guam, Mangilao, Guam, January 5-6, 2018
(Community Outreach Event).

“Social Justice at Richardson,” Speaker, University of Hawai‘i Maui College (livestreamed to Hana
Education Center and Lana‘i Education Center), Kahului, Hawai‘i, October 13, 2017
(Community Outreach Event).

“Resumes and Cover Letters,” Speaker, William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i,
October 9, 2017 (Professional Development Event).

“Social Justice at Richardson,” Speaker, University of Hawai‘i Kaua‘i Community College, Lihu‘e,
Hawai‘i, October 6, 2017 (Community Outreach Event).

“Brown v. Board of Education: Where Are We Now,” Guest Lecturer, Honors U.S. History Class,
Kaua‘i High School, Lihu‘e, Hawai‘i, October 6, 2017.

“Social Justice at Richardson,” Speaker, University of Hawai‘i at Hilo, Hilo, Hawai‘i, September 22,
2017 (Community Outreach Event).

“Stare Decisis and Korematsu v. United States,” Guest Lecturer, POLS 220: Introduction to Law and
Legality, University of Hawai‘i at Hilo, Hilo, Hawai‘i, September 22, 2017.

“Diversity of Citizenship,” Guest Lecturer, LAW 516: Civil Procedure, William S. Richardson
School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, September 20, 2017.

“Social Justice at Richardson,” Speaker, Teach for America Ho‘ike, Ewa Beach, Hawai‘i, May 6,
2017 (Community Outreach Event).

“Judicial Independence in Peril: Impacts on Justice for Kanaka Maoli,” Speaker and Panel
Moderator, Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law Maoli Thursday, William
S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, March 2, 2017.

“Threats to Judicial Independence,” Speaker, ThinkTech Hawaii: Talk Story with John Waihe‘e,
February 27, 2017 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikQadIR3a00&t=1072s).

“Korematsu v. United States: A Deep Dive Into Its History and Its Legal Implications for Today,”
Invited Speaker, Workshop for K-12 Social Studies Teachers, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, February 25,
2017.

“National Security and Democratic Liberties: The Continuing Import of Korematsu v. United States,”
Panel Moderator, Ali‘iolani Hale, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, February 24, 2017.

“Significance of Korematsu,” Panel Moderator, William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu,
Hawai‘i, February 23, 2017.

“Lesson Learned?: Civil Liberties in the Era of Trump,” Keynote Speaker, 2017 Civil Liberties and
the Constitution Day, Ali‘iolani Hale, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, January 30, 2017.

“Interviewing Skills and Strategies,” Invited Speaker, William S. Richardson School of Law,
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, January 30, 2017 (Professional Development Event).
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“Social Justice Work at Richardson,” Speaker, William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu,
Hawai‘i, January 25, 2017 (Community Outreach Event).

“Diversity of Citizenship,” Guest Lecturer, LAW 516: Civil Procedure, William S. Richardson
School of Law, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, October 13, 2016.

“Celebrating Civil Liberties and the Constitution,” Speaker, Ali‘iolani Hale, Honolulu, Hawai‘i,
January 27, 2016.

“Advanced Health Care Directives in Hawai‘i,” Presenter, St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church,
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, August 7, 2015 (program for low-income Pacific Islanders).

“Guardianship in Hawai‘i,” Presenter, Weinberg Village, Waimanalo, Hawai‘i, May 27, 2015
(program for low-income women).

“Fighting For Justice: The Coram Nobis Cases: Reopening the Constitutionality of the WWII

Japanese American Internment,” Speaker, William S. Richardson School of Law, Honolulu,
Hawai‘i, January 29, 2015.

RECENT MEDIA

HAWAI‘1 PUBLIC RADIO, Does Hawai i Need More Diversity, Experience in the Court System?, by
Ku‘uwehi Hiraishi, July 23, 2021.

HONOLULU STAR ADVERTISER, Experience, Diversity Concerns Raised on Appeals Court Nominee,
by Dan Nakaso, July 22, 2021.

HONOLULU CIVIL BEAT, Hawaii Hopes New Commission Will Improve Civic Engagement and
Respect for Democracy, by Suevon Lee, June 9, 2021.

KZOO HAWAII RADIO, MoveMeHawaii, Nikkei Spirit with Faye Shigemura, April 16, 2019.

HAWAI‘1 PUBLIC RADIO, Patsy T. Mink Monument Dedicated on Her Birthday, by Wayne Y oshioka,
December 6, 2018.

KITV 4, UH Manoa Hosts First Pre-Law Symposium to Boost Pacific Islander Enrollment, by Lei
Kaholokula, October 11, 2018.

THE ATLANTIC, Patsy Takemoto Mink’s Trailblazing Testimony Against a Supreme Court Nominee,
by Ellen Lee, September 16, 2018.

HONOLULU CIVIL BEAT, Brett Kavanaugh No Friend of Special Rights for Native Hawaiians, by
Nick Grube, September 5, 2018.




